
The keys to unlocking potential of new tech

A1 Wireless communi-
cation is the bedrock 
of an information 

society and has a vital role in 
the national economy, while 
artifi cial intelligence is seen 
as a revolutionary yet basic 
technology that will widely 
permeate industries.

5G and AI technologies 
in emerging industries have 
been included in China’s 13th 
Five-Year Plan (2016-20). 
Huawei started 5G research 
in 2009 and Honor, a popular 
cellphone brand under Hua-
wei, launched its fi rst AI-fi tted 
smartphone in 2016.

However, technological 
innovation is like an endless 
marathon race — endurance 
and sustainability prevail 
over speed. With the explo-
sive emergence of 5G- and AI-
featured achievements, China 
is entering a promising trans-
formation period from Made 
in China into Created in China 
and Originating in China. 

A2 The Chinese econ-
omy experienced 
a surge since the 

country’s reform and opening-
up. The digital economy, as 

a national strategy, serves as 
an engine to drive economic 
growth and industrial trans-
formation.

Specifi cally, the e-commerce 
smartphone model that is 
asset-light with high e5  ciency 
is consistent with the global 
trend of the digital economy. 
Honor has stepped up the 
pace of economic growth and 
transformation in the follow-
ing three aspects:

For our business model, we 
have a decentralized and an 
asset-light business model, 
and seek to reshape consump-
tion scenarios and advance a 
globalized vertical e-business.

For our cutting-edge tech-
nology, we are committed to 
applying cutting-edge technol-
ogy to consumable goods. 

The technological revolu-
tion guides economic develop-
ment and combines hardware 
and software together, such 
as AI chips and cellphones, 
graphics processing unit turbo 
technology and 5G solutions, 
to optimize more products to 
adapt to the digital economy.

For our service experience: 
We target digital natives. The 
internet functions both as a 

sales channel and a commu-
nication platform. The digital 
technology helps build a user 
feedback cycle to upgrade the 
user experience.

A3 A powerful internet 
nation is a nation 
with strong tech-

nological strength, the capa-
bility to defend itself from a 
cyber attack, has a strong cyber 
economy and strict cyber gov-
ernance.

On top of that, it must have 
high-speed internet access and 
good internet penetration, 
diverse applications for individ-

ual users, in-depth application 
for corporations and e5  cient 
application for the government.

Under the guidance of the 
Internet Plus strategy, we need 
to incorporate new technolo-
gies such as big data and AI to 
advance manufacturing and 
other vertical sectors, thereby 
realizing the goal of “Made in 
China 2025”. 

As a leading high-tech 
e-brand in China, Honor is 
committed to exploring cut-
ting-edge technology and mak-
ing it available to the public, so 
as to elevate Honor products’ 
performance and greatly opti-
mize the user experience.

A4 The emergence and 
evolvement of new 
technologies and 

models, such as blockchain, 
AI, AR and autonomous driv-
ing, epitomize the tech trends 
of the past year.

A good case in point is AI. 
2018 was the starting year of 
AI, which was in place prior to 
5G and will be the accelerator 
of 5G. Thanks to rapid tech-
nological advancement and 
favorable government policies, 
“AI+ all industry” is expected to 

develop in full swing next year.
Six years ago, Huawei 

already spearheaded the AI 
domain and then introduced 
its first AI-based cellphone 
Honor Magic to display its 
strength in AI systems.

A5  The internet of things 
and new retail will 
deeply permeate into 

internet technology and the 
real economy. As consumption 
upgrading evolves deeper, IoT, 
an expansion of the internet, 
will be the target of giant play-
ers worldwide.

This year, Honor has put for-
ward its New Retail 3.0 strategy 
based on the Huawei HiLink 
protocol, which advocates a 
manufacturer-retailer co-con-
struction pattern. This sales 
revolution deeply integrates 
retailer stores, Honor IoT 
products and Honor online-to-
oA  ine platforms together.

In addition, 5G and AI are 
also key battlefields to fight 
for. 5G features high speed, 
short delay and broad linkage. 
AI and 5G are propelling one 
another, and they are expected 
to explode into full swing next 
year.

A1 China plays an 
essential role in 
promoting the 

development of the internet 
worldwide in terms of global-
ization, cross-border commu-
nication and connectivity, as 
well as cyber security. China 
will become a global focus 
for both internet technology 
innovations and the applica-
tion of internet products.

Breakthroughs will happen 
as a result of the continuous 
collision and fusion of future-
oriented technological inno-
vations with new business 
models based on the internet. 
The overall trend will focus 
on key sectors relating to 
people’s daily life, including 
medical care and education.

Take education for exam-
ple, we can separate teaching 
and educating with the “AI + 
education” model.

Technology can empower 
the traditional teaching 
approach and free teachers 
from onerous work so that 
they can focus more on build-
ing the character of their 
students. Studies in brain sci-
ence can also make learning 
more e5  cient and eC ective. 
Big data that refl ects how the 
students study can make per-
sonalized education on a large 
scale a reality. 

 

A2 In recent years, 
China has made 
remarkable eco-

nomic achievements. But at 
the same time, it also needs to 
make structural adjustments 
to transform and upgrade its 
economy.

A country’s economic 
strength is underpinned by 
the high educational level of 
its people. IT development 
and tech innovation based on 
the internet can play a power-
ful role in education and also 
in poverty alleviation.

As an educational tech 
company with a strong sense 
of social responsibility, TAL is 
not only committed to meet-
ing the increasingly diversi-
fi ed needs of society, parents 
and students for quality 
educational resources, but 
also actively leveraging the 
advantages of the internet in 
promoting education equal-
ity and inclusiveness.

We have conducted IT 
application cooperation 
projects with local govern-
ments in diC erent provinces, 
with an aim to provide qual-
ity education resources to 
underdeveloped regions so 
as to help poverty alleviation 
and contribute to the eco-
nomic transformation and 
upgrading of China.

A3 A strong and con-
fident internet 
nation should not 

only have a well-established 
digital and IT infrastructure 
and competitive internet 
technology research and 

development and innovation 
capabilities, but also main-
tain a high IT literacy among 
its people nationwide.

China has been strength-
ening its fundamental IT 
development for more 
than 10 years. By keeping 
abreast of the international 
IT frontiers, China has set 
an example by establishing a 
powerful internet system and 
narrowing the digital divide.

At present, China has near-
ly 800 million netizens; 96 
percent of the villages across 
the country have access to 
optical fiber; and the 4G 
mobile network for cellphone 
coverage is 95 percent of the 
country.

The Action Plan 2.0 for 
IT Application in Education 
announced by the Ministry of 
Education this year empha-
sized the importance and 
urgency of lifting the level of 
IT application and IT literacy. 
It also underscores the priori-
ties of future IT and internet 
development.

 

A4 Over the past year, 
internet technol-
ogy has shown 

its ability to infl uence every 
aspect of people’s lives.

First, the application of 
internet technology is becom-
ing more mature. Immersive 
experiences and virtual real-
ity and augmented reality 
technology can bring new 
interactive experiences to 
people.

Besides, such scenario-
based experiences can also 
be applied to education to 
make the classes more lively 
and interesting, so that the 
students can have a closer 
and more direct experience 
of multimedia learning and 
have better learning results.

Combining digital tech-
nologies with education will 
lead to “online teaching”. The 
“Double Teacher Class” pre-
sented by TAL divides learn-
ing tasks based on such online 
broadcast technology. The 
“main teacher” is responsible 
for the learning part, through 
the means of online teach-
ing; the “tutor” focuses on 
the practicing part and helps 
ensure that the students get 
good learning results. 

 

A5     In this new era, 
the internet, cloud 
computing, big 

data and other information 
technologies are on the fast 
track of innovation and devel-
opment. I think the industrial 
focus will be on self-adaptive 
learning products and ser-
vices based on brain science.

At present, the integration 
of self-adaptive learning with 
big data and artifi cial intelli-
gence is already quite popular 
but still needs to be improved. 
TAL keeps increasing its input 
in R&D in this fi eld.

Through science-based 
analysis of and research on 
the learning process, we try to 
decipher the mystery of learn-
ing bottlenecks and make 
learning more eC ective.

In the future, measuring 
equipment based on brain sci-
ence will be as convenient and 
popular as the mobile phone 
and other digital devices that 
we use today. I believe data-
driven and user-experience-
oriented products and servic-
es will stand out and lead the 
direction of future internet 
technology development, and 
make future life and learning 
smarter and better.

A1 AI, big data and the 
cloud.

 Both China and 
the United States are inter-
net giants. The US is recog-
nized as the most powerful 
nation now, but China has the 
advantage of a massive inter-
net user base as well as a rap-
id growth rate.

These users generate masses 
of data through their behav-
ior and preferences in various 
competitive business applica-
tion scenarios.

After data cleaning and pro-
cessing, the huge “data base” 
gives us a big advantage in 
research and application with 
the help of cutting-edge tech-
nologies such as AI. The data 
also stimulates and accelerates 
the development of cloud stor-
age and services.

We have deployed APUS 
Cloud, a Chinese cloud plat-
form based on global archi-
tecture. It adopts multiple 
technologies to decrease the 
complexity of construction, 
deployment, operation and 
maintenance in the soft-

ware delivery process. It can 
effectively reduce the oper-
ating costs while ensuring 
data security, which provides 
strong support for Chinese 
enterprises exploring overseas 
markets.

A2 A n  e n t e r p r i s e 
should integrate 
the internet and 

technologies with all the 
potential platforms including 
e-commerce platforms, social 
media and self-owned media 
to form its own ecosystem.

For APUS, we are trying to 
build a comprehensive eco-
system, starting from a tra5  c 
entrance platform through the 
user system, supporting and 
cultivating global partners in 
many fields including music, 
games, news, video, e-com-
merce and O2O by way of busi-
ness cooperation and invest-
ment.

We are devoted to helping 
partners better develop the 
overseas market and build a 
more complete ecosystem. In 
order to support this ecosystem, 

APUS has deployed AI, a big 
data platform and APUS Cloud 
to help improve e5  ciency.

 

A3 Infrastructure 
serves as the basis 
of the internet. For 

a powerful internet nation, 
the infrastructure should be 
strong enough to support the 
development of the internet 
industry.

A powerful internet nation 
should positively embrace 
innovation and have leading 

research and development 
strength globally.

In a mature internet indus-
try, the scenario applications 
are signifi cant for driving the 
market to emerge and expand. 
With an energetic market, data 
will be generated and technol-
ogies will be updated, eventu-
ally boosting innovation and 
development.

With its large user base, China 
has strong advantages in data 
and application scenarios. With 
the support of State policies, Chi-
nese enterprises are encouraged 
to research and deploy cutting-
edge technologies.

 

A4 Big data and AI 
have great poten-
tial to infl uence the 

future of industry.
For instance, APUS has 

deployed big data and AI in 
our platform and analyzed 
more than 7,000 data points to 
create user profi les based on a 
plurality of dimensions such as 
nationality, equipment, age and 
habit, to deliver digital solu-
tions based on user preference.

Through this, we can deliv-
er recommendations and 
more personalized experience 
to each of our 1.2 billion users.

In short, the devices and 
applications will “know” users 
better.

 

A5 Data protection 
and privacy.

In May, the Euro-
pean Uion General Data Pro-
tection Regulation came into 
effect, officially putting for-
ward the signifi cance of user 
privacy.

Data protection and privacy 
are an incontrovertible trend 
in the international commu-
nity and the implementation 
of GDPR is merely a start.

When developing new busi-
ness or deploying new tech-
nologies including big data 
and AI, we should take user 
privacy into account from the 
start when designing products.

Based on our nature as an 
international company, we have 
been placing high importance 
on data privacy ever since the 
establishment of APUS.

Q1: Chinese tech companies have 
stepped up their efforts to master 
key technologies with self-owned 
intellectual property despite the 
lingering trade frictions between 
China and the United States. What 
sectors or cutting-edge technolo-
gies will the country achieve break-
throughs in or add new perspec-
tives to in the next few years?

Q2: How can Chinese companies 
leverage the internet and innova-
tion to help further the country’s 
economic transformation?

Q3: From your perspective, what 
are the characteristics of a pow-
erful internet nation? What do 
you think are the advantages 
and challenges for China as it 
strives to be a formidable inter-
net nation?

Q4: In the past year, what chang-
es in the internet or technology 
sector do you think have the abil-
ity to influence our future or the 
future of the industry? What do 
you think are the reasons for these 
changes?

Q5: In the next few years, which 
sector do you think will most like-
ly become a disruptor in the inter-
net or technology space? In other 
words, what do you think will be 
the next hotspot or major trend?

Editor’s Note: The Fifth World Internet Conference, also known as the Wuzhen Summit, commenced on Wednesday in the historic town in Zhejiang province. In the runup to the event, China Daily reporters
Cheng Yu and Ma Si asked senior executives from three leading Chinese internet-based companies their thoughts and predictions on the future development of the internet economy in China.

Bai Yunfeng, president of TAL Education Group, a leading education and technology company, Li Tao, founder and CEO of APUS, a tech company focusing on mobile internet and Zhao Ming, president of Honor, a popular smartphone brand 
owned by Huawei Technologies, cast their eyes over the ongoing internet-themed conference and share their insights, views and expectations.

Zhao Ming, president of 
Honor

Li Tao, founder and CEO 
of APUS

Bai Yunfeng, president 
of TAL Education Group

Visitors to the Light of the Internet Expo, part of the ongoing World Internet Conference, try a wearable musical device using virtual reality technology.  ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY
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