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The annual World Inter-
net Conference has become 
a new driver for the develop-
ment of the Chinese digital 
economy, strengthening the 
economic and trade cooper-
ation, according to analysts.

The phenomenal growth 
of China’s digital economy 
in the last decade, a more 
than fi vefold increase to $3.8 
trillion last year, equal to a 
third of GDP, is the clearest 
signal yet that China has the 
potential to lead the world’s 
digital frontier in the years 
to come, according to statis-
tics from the China Acad-
emy of Information and 
Communication Technology.
 At the forefront of that 
quest is none other than the 
World Internet Conference.

Ever since its inaugura-
tion in 2014, the annual 
event of the World Internet 
Conference held in East Chi-
na’s Zhejiang province has 
attracted the participation 
of tech tycoons from home 
and abroad, becoming the 
quintessential platform to 
promote China’s achieve-
ments in the digital econ-
omy, and its commitment 
to joint development and 
cooperation in cyberspace. 

According to the WIC’s 
reports last year, digital 
economy is already tied to 
over a fifth of the global 
economy and is expected 
to contribute $2 trillion to 
global GDP in 2020. 

China’s progress in that 
area is nothing short of 
impressive. The country is 
the world’s largest e-com-
merce market, making up 
over 40 percent of global 
e-commerce transaction 
value, up from less than 1 
percent a decade ago. 

Last year, there were 171 
million people working in 
digital economy-related sec-
tors, accounting for 22 per-
cent of the nation’s overall 
employment. China’s digital 
economy grew at a world-
leading rate of 16.6 percent 
in 2016, more than double 
that of the United States. 

According to a Boston 
Consulting Group report, 
China’s digital economy is 
projected to reach $16 tril-
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Another round of massive 
display and exchange of inter-
net technologies, which brings 
benefi ts to people around the 
world, is set to kick off in 
Wuzhen, East China’s Zhejiang 
province.

This is the fifth time the 
small town by the river has 
o� ered such a platform for the 
world as the birth place of the 
annual World Internet Confer-
ence.

Here are a few snippets and 
highlights of WIC events over 
the years. 

Digital Gala
The fi rst WIC event in 2014 

was a success and spurred 
great changes in public infra-
structure. The conference was 
attended by roughly 1,000 
internet professionals, o�  cials 
and experts from more than 
100 countries and regions. 

The founders of China’s 
top three internet companies 
Alibaba, Tencent and Baidu, as 
well as executives from global 
giants such as Apple, Amazon, 
Google and Facebook, took 
part in the gala.

The third WIC, themed  
Innovation-driven Internet 
Development for the Benefi t 
of All — Building a Commu-
nity of Common Future in 
Cyberspace released a series 
of leading internet scientifi c 
and technological achieve-
ments, including an Alibaba 
facial recognition device, the 
SAP HANA cloud platform, 
Xiaomi’s latest high-end fl ag-
ship Mi Mix, Sharp’s android 
smartphone, JD.com’s drone 
and driverless vehicle, and 
Nokia’s vehicle-to-vehicle com-
munication.

The hot new releases at 
that session didn’t stop there. 
Huawei’s Kirin 960 processor, 
Qualcomm’s 5G technology, 

Microsoft’s HoloLens technol-
ogy and the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences’ Cambricon-1A 
Chip were also shown to the 
world for the fi rst time.

At the fourth WIC, the 
organizing committee set up 
the World Internet Leading 
Scientific and Technological 
Achievements Recommenda-
tion Committee, with 44 well-
known experts and scholars 
from 10 countries on board. It 
collected nearly 1,000 innova-
tions in the internet fi eld from 
all over the world, including 
the Huawei 3GPP 5G pre-com-
mercial system, Arm security 
architecture, Microsoft Xiao 
Bing, the Beidou Satellite Navi-
gation System and the major 
application achievements of a 
supercomputer system based 
on the Shenwei Taihu Lake 
Light.

An Internet Hub
“Tongxiang’s favorable 

industrial chain is without a 
doubt an important element,” 
said Yin Xiaodong, CEO of 
Jiaxing Yuguang Optoelec-
tronic Technology Co, which 
is engaged in advanced optics 
and micro nano optical design, 
manufacturing and applica-
tion.

Launched in Tongxiang in 
2016, the company has devel-
oped the wworld’s leading 
optical design software, and 
a unique optical system mod-
ule design and manufacturing 
process.

The company will showcase 
its latest technology at WIC 
this week.

As an Internet hub, Wuzhen 
is also the location of this 
year’s Light of Internet Expo, 
staged at its International 
Internet Exhibition and Con-
vention Center.

“The expo features the most 
innovative, cutting-edge prod-
ucts and fi elds in information 

technology, including cloud 
calculation, big data, quantum 
communication, and artifi cial 
intelligence,” said Yuan Jiajun, 
governor of Zhejiang province, 
at the expo’s opening ceremo-
ny.

More than 430 companies 
from 25 countries and regions 
attended the event. They 
included industry giants such 
as BMW and Alibaba, joined 
by emerging startups in infor-
mation technology.

Beyond a conference
The second WIC was argu-

ably the most high-profile 
internet event in China in 2015. 
Chinese President attended 
the opening ceremony and 
delivered a keynote speech. 
That year’s event closed with 
the release of the Wuzhen Ini-
tiative, which has been called 
a milestone in the history of 
the internet.

The fourth WIC concluded 

with the Report on World 
Internet Development 2017 
and the Report on China Inter-
net Development 2017.

The conference has pro-
moted remarkable discus-
sions and exchanges of opin-
ion on a broad array of issues, 

including the digital econo-
my, cutting-edge technolo-
gies, the interplay between 
the internet and society, 
exchange and cooperation, 
and how to promote common 
approaches to the governance 
of cyberspace.

Visitors look at a new type of screen at the fourth World Internet 
Conference.  ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY  

Conference o	 ers platform to display and share internet technologies

New engine drives countries to better share, connect and trade with higher e�  ciency, Yuan Shenggao reports.

lion by 2035, with a pen-
etration rate throughout 
the overall economy of 48 
percent.

Such was the robustness of 
China’s digital economy that 
a senior government o�  cial 
said China would strive to 
transform itself into a cyber 
power and make e� orts to 
facilitate deep integration 
of the internet, big data and 
artificial intelligence with 
the real economy. 

Echoing the message, the 
National Development and 
Reform Commission, Chi-
na’s top economic planning 
agency, has vowed to take 
bigger strides in areas such 
as the internet of things, big 
data, cloud computing and 
AI, and create more high-
end jobs. 

The commission had also 
inked a deal with China 
Development Bank to o� er 
100 billion yuan ($14.5 bil-

lion) in financial support 
over the next fi ve years for 
the digital push. 

Last November, the State 
Council also unveiled a 
guideline to boost smart 
manufacturing and speed 
up integration of the indus-
try and the Internet, with 
plans for ten cross-industry 
platforms by 2020 to acceler-
ate enterprises’ digital trans-
formation.

The WIC has been a stout 

champion of digital inter-
connectedness over the 
years. Given that no digital 
economy could grow in iso-
lation, it is only logical that 
the WIC’s vision for its inclu-
sive and sustainable devel-
opment goes far beyond 
national borders. 

At last year’s event, Chi-
na and six other countries 
involved in the Belt and 
Road Initiative, namely  
Laos, Saudi Arabia, Ser-

bia, Thailand, Turkey and 
the United Arab Emirates, 
launched an initiative to 
spur their digital economy 
development, build an inter-
connected Digital Silk Road, 
and create a community of 
shared interests with win-
win cooperation and com-
mon prosperity.

The countries planned to 
expand broadband access, 
promote digital transforma-
tion, encourage e-commerce 

cooperation, support inter-
net-based entrepreneurship 
and innovation, strengthen 
digital capability building, 
enhance digital inclusion 
and promote investment in 
the digital sector.

An illustrative example of 
this global digital push is 
the newly unveiled Pakistan-
China fiber cable project, 
which will provide direct 
connection between China, 
Pakistan, the Middle Asia 
and East Asia, and mini-
mize the risk of disruption 
to international tra�  c. 

Construction started in 
March 2016 and ended in 
June, with the total cost esti-
mated at $44 million. The 
enhanced connectivity will  
add new momentum to the 
digital economy along the 
route.

In August, when China 
announced an additional 
contribution of 100 billion 
yuan to the Silk Road Fund, 
it made a point of stressing 
the importance of digital 
cooperation.

China called for pursuing 
innovation-driven develop-
ment and intensify coopera-
tion in frontier areas such 
as digital economy, artifi cial 
intelligence, nanotechnolo-
gy and quantum computing, 
and advancing the develop-
ment of big data, cloud com-
puting and smart cities so as 
to turn them into a digital 
silk road of the 21st century.

Co-hosted by the Cyber-
space Administration of Chi-
na and the People’s Govern-
ment of Zhejiang Province, 
this year’s WIC is themed 
around “creating a digital 
world for mutual trust and 
collective governance —
toward a community with a 
shared future in cyberspace”.

The three-day conference, 
held from Wednesday to Fri-
day with thousands of guests 
from the tech industry, gov-
ernment and NGOs, will “fur-
ther enhance the establish-
ment of an internet develop-
ment outlook characterized 
by mutual trust and collective 
governance among countries 
worldwide,” said Liu Liehong, 
CAC deputy director.

Previous sessions of the World Internet Conference are attended by a large number of global delegates.  PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The fi fth World Internet Conference will kick o�  in East China’s river town of 
Wuzhen on Wednesday.  HUANG ZONGZHI / XINHUA

Xizha scenic area is located in Wuzhen, featuring with the classic scenery of a Chinese 
water town.  HUANG ZONGZHI / XINHUA

A robot solution provided by Baidu is demonstrated at the fourth World Internet 
Conference.  ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY

A foreign delegate listens to the report at the closing ceremony of the fourth 
World Internet Conference.  WONG XINYANG / XINHUA  

The Beidou Navigation Satellite System developed by Chinese researchers is 
regarded as a driver to the digital economy.  LIU XIAO / XINHUA

The conference 
will enhance the 
establishment 
of an internet 
development 
outlook 
characterized 
by mutual trust 
and collective 
governance.”
Liu Liehong, deputy director of  
the Cyberspace Administration 
of China


